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My name is Jim Williams, and | am the Government Relations Director for the American Heart
Associationin CT. The American Heart Association (AHA) is the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary
organization dedicatedto fighting heart disease and stroke. Our missionis to be a relentless force for a
world of longer, healthier lives, and we take our missionvery seriously here in CT. | would like to thank
the leadership and members of the Appropriations Committee for providing me with the opportunity to
provide brief comment in support of HB 6659, particularly the proposed funding for early care education
program Care4Kids.

We applaud the Governor’s proposal to assist Care4Kids with additional funding for FY 24/25.

In the first few years of life, a child’s brain develops rapidly, building animportant foundation for future
learning, behavior, and health.! Early childhood is a time when skills, knowledge, and habits are
developed.? Many children spend a significant part of their day in early care and education (ECE)
programs, making these settings ideal for building habits that help children grow up healthy.3&4

Early childhood education pays dividends. Research by James Heckman reported that high-quality birth-
to-five programs for disadvantaged children can deliver a 13 percent per year return on investment.
Significant gains are realized through better outcomes in education, health, social behaviors, and
employment.> Additionally, according to a report from The Pew Center, participationin high-quality pre-
K improves a child’s chances of academic success.®

For these reasons we wholeheartedly support the Governor’s proposed funding of early childhood
education via the Care4Kids program, and hope that you will support this important funding as well.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Williams

American Heart Association
Government Relations Director
Cell (860) 549-4301
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